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AMEMBASSY MEXICO CITY 

CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 4274 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SP. CU 

SUBJ: SPANISH/CUBA RELATIONS 

REF : MADRID 2504, 1463 

1. COMMENTING TO EMBOFF ABOUT RECENT VISIT TO CUBA 
(MAY 28-JUNE 4) BY MFA OFFICIAL ENRIQUE PEREZ HERNANDEZ, 

WHO HAEDED DELEGATION TO NEGOTIATE ON INDEMNIFICATION, 
MFA CUBAN DESK OFFICER JUAN MANUEL CEVERA OBSERVED THAT 
IMPORTANT ASPECT FOR SPAIN WAS POSITIVE ATTITUDE CUBA 
DISPLAYED IN RECENT NEGOTIATIONS AND IMPRESSION THAT 
CUBA GENUINELY INTERESTED IN REACHING AGREEMENT. 

CEVERA THOUGHT THAT AGREEMENT WOULD BE REACHED "SOON' 1 , 
BUT HE REFRAINED FROM ANY SPECULATION AS TO WHEN OR WHAT 
FURTHER PROBLEMS NEED TO BE WORKED OUT. PRESS REPORTS 
HAVE INDICATED THAT SPANISH TECHNICAL EXPERTS ON 
DELEGATION REMAINED BEHIND TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS. 

2. COMMENT: INITIAL PRESS REPORTS ON PEREZ HERNANDEZ' 

RETURN INDICATED SPAIN AND CUBA ON VERGE OF AGREEMENT AND 
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THAT HIS MISSION HAD BEEN GREAT SUCCESS. HOWEVER, SOME 
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NEWSPAPERS LATER CARRIED OBSCURE DENIALS THAT THIS WAS THE 
CASE. CEVERA'S RETICENCE TO PROVIDE MUCH DETAIL WOULD 
TEND TO SUPPORT OUR IMPRESSION THAT, WHILE CUBA MAY HAVE 
MANIFESTED AN INTEREST IN REMOVING THIS LAST BONE OF 
CONTENTION WITH SPAIN. HARD BARGAINING REMAINS BEFORE 
TERMS OF INDEMNIFICATION ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH SIDES ARE 
WORKED OUT. 
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